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swadeshi lays down the only correct method of serving it. This
is how Gandhiji defines the law:

"Swadeshi is that spirit in us which restricts us to the use
and service of our immediate surroundings to the exclusion of
the more remote."74 "Swadeshi was that spirit which dictated
man to serve his next-door neighbour to the exclusion of any
other. The condition. . .was that the neighbour thus served
had in his turn to serve his own neighbour."75

Swadeshi is an all-sided patriotism of an exalted spiritual
type. It implies that we must serve the country of our birth
in preference to others and that, inside the country, we must
serve the immediate neighbourhood in preference to remoter
places. It also demands that we must hold fast to indigenous
ideals and institutions. This does not mean a blind, unthinking
attachment to the familiar institutions, but a discriminating
regard for them with a readiness, where necessary, to reform
and borrow from others whatever is really healthy and benefi-
cient.

Purity of service is of the very essence of swadeshi.
Swadeshi never countenances the advancing of illegitimate,
narrow, selfish interests of groups and the neglect of the interest
of the country or humanity. It only requires us to discharge
our legitimate obligation to our neighbours and to prepare them
to sacrifice themselves, when necessary, at the altar of national
and universal service.

The spirit of sacrifice underlying swadeshi should go
beyond a man's own community and should embrace the whole
of humanity. ". . .the logical conclusion of self-sacrifice was
that the individual sacrificed himself for the community, the
community sacrificed itself for the district, the district for the
province, the province for the nation and the nation for the
world."76 Thus a man can serve his neighbours and humanity
at the same time, the condition being that the service of the
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